IN SPORTS 


Manvel loses Class 5A Division | title 
in a heartbreaker after wild shootout 
with Highland Park in Arlington 
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Rockets, without 
Paul and Capela, 
fall to lowly 

Clippers at home 
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Partly cloudy: High 57, Low 41 


NATION 


President 
signs GOP 
tax plan 
into law 


Forgoing a formal 
signing ceremony 

in January, President 
Donald Trump has 
hastily signed the 
most consequential 
tax legislation in 

30 years. Page A8 
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New York Times 
President Trump: 
“It’s not fancy, but 
it’s the Oval Office.” 


IN MEMORIAM 


McCandless, 
first astronaut 
to fly untethered 
Bruce McCandless ll, 
the first astronaut to 
float untethered in 
space, as captured 

in an iconic NASA 
photo, has died at 
80. Page A3 


BUSINESS 


TechBurger: 

A fix for your 
slowing iPhone 
Is an aging battery 
slowing down your 
iPhone? Find out 
how to assess 
whether a new 
battery will return 
your phone to peak 
performance. Page B1 


COMING SUNDAY 


Developing 
Storm 

The Dutch have 
spent centuries 
learning to tame 
the North Sea. Can 
lessons from their 
struggle be applied 
here? Part 7 of our 
Developing Storm 
series. Page Al 


DEEPER UNDERGROUND 


‘BLANKET OF FEAR 


For thousands of immigrant students in Houston, 
new laws and directives create an uncertain future 


Third in a series 
By Monica Rhor 


The — superinten- 
dent of the country’s 
seventh-largest school 
district looked out over 
a packed auditorium. 

Hundreds of high 
school students — 
immigrants in the 
country illegally and 
refugees, permanent 
legal residents and 
DACA recipients, visa 
holders and political 
asylees — had risen 
early on a crisp Saturday in De- 
cember to be here. 

They jostled shoulder to shoul- 
der in their seats, clutching clear 
plastic bags with programs for the 
Houston Independent School Dis- 
trict “Dream Summit” — “a day of 
college exploration for HISD stu- 


» Read previous stories in the Deeper Underground series: 


Marie D. De Jesus photos / Houston Chronicle 
At Las Americas Newcomer School, which serves immigrant and refugee students who have been in 
the United States for just a few days, the smiles can belie the fear of deportation and broken families. 


Enrollment at Las Americas Newcomer 


School has plummeted due to immigration 
enforcement, Principal Marie Moreno said. 


dents born outside of the U.S.” 

“Together we stand,” read the 
slogan in the bottom right corner 
of the program. “Together we 
dream.” 

For the past year, since the 
election of Donald Trump, a 
critical part of Richard Carranza’s 


HoustonChronicle.com/underground/ 


job has been to reassure 
these kids and their 
families. 

He has encouraged 
the 6,000 HISD stu- 
dents who felt hope 
snatched away after 
the president rescind- 
ed DACA, or Deferred 
Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, an Obama- 
era program offering 
protection from depor- 
tation for immigrants 
brought to the U.S. il- 
legally as children. He 
has calmed parents 
uneasy about sending 
their sons and daughters to school 
after the passage of Senate Bill 4, 
a state law that allows police to 
question a detained person’s im- 
migration status. 

Now, microphone in hand, 
Carranza paced in front of the 
Schools continues on A10 


It’s always Sunny witha chance ofa holiday favorite 


Station’s audience numbers spike 


cane Harvey. 


while season’s songs dominate air 


By Andrew Kragie 


After more than a 
month of nothing but 
holiday music at a major 
Houston radio station, 
you might think the elves 
behind the microphones 
would be ready forareturn 
tonormalcy. 

Not Dana Tyson, the 
morning host who’s been 
with Sunny 99.1 since 1991. 

“I could do this every 
single day, all year long,” 


Tyson said after a recent 
5 a.m. to11a.m. shift on the 
air. 

The station’s managers 
also might wish the sta- 
tion could play holiday 
music all year, since the 
most wonderful time of the 
year likely is also the most 
profitable time of the year, 
with the upbeat station’s 
audience increasing by as 
much as 150 percent. And 
employees say there’s even 


Sunny 99.1 first tried the 
holiday format in 2000, ex- 
perimenting with an idea 
that had worked well in 
other markets but had yet 
to reach Houston. 

“Tt was met with a great 
deal of trepidation,” re- 
membered Marc Sherman, 
a programming executive 
who joined the staffin 1991, 
a few months after Tyson. 
He remembers some col- 
leagues worrying, “Were 
just going to ruin the for- 
mat on a successful sta- 
tion.” 
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Steve Gonzales / Houston Chronicle 
Dana Tyson, co-host of “Sunny Mornings with Dana 
& Jay,” says she could play the holiday format every 


more demand since Hurri- Sunny continues on A12 day, all year long. 


Texas 
leads 
nation 
in job 
gains 


Unemployment 
rate in state falls to 
record 3.8 percent 


By Collin Eaton 


The unemployment rate 
in Texas fell to a record low 
in November as the state 
added the largest number of 
jobs in the nation, boosted 
by growing construction, 
health care and retail sec- 
tors. 

The state jobless rate 
slipped to 3.8 percent, down 
from 3.9 percent in October 
and 4.8 percent in Novem- 
ber 2016, the Texas Work- 
force Commission reported 
Friday. Employers across 
the state expanded payrolls 
by almost 55,000 jobs last 
month — more than any 
other state — and brought 
job gains over the past year 
to more than 330,000. The 
employment growth rate of 
nearly 3 percent was nearly 
double that of last year and 
second among states be- 
hind Utah. 

In Houston, still shak- 

Houston continues on A12 


U.N. 
tightens 


vise on 
N. Korea 


Security Council 
chokes off fuel, 
overseas workers 


By Rick Gladstone 
and David E. Sanger 
NEW YORK TIMES 


UNITED NATIONS 
— The United Nations Se- 
curity Council placed new 
sanctions on North Korea 
on Friday that significant- 
ly choke off fuel supplies 
and order North Koreans 
working overseas to return 
home, in what may prove 
the last test of whether any 
amount of economic pres- 
sure can force the isolated 
country to reverse course 
on its nuclear weapons pro- 
gram. 

The sanctions, proposed 
by the United States and ad- 
opted by a vote of15-0, were 
the third imposed this year 
in an escalating effort to 
force the North into nego- 
tiations. China and Russia 
joined in the vote, in a strik- 

Security continues on A12 
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